
                                                      

 

 

 

 

Activity of the «Laboratory of Research in Practical & Applied Philosophy » (L.R.P.A.Ph.) 

University of Aegean 

PhilArpe: The "ship - ghost" in Leros 

Leros, 17 October-6 Νοvember, 2016 

 

The experimental research project entitled "The artistic and philosophical practices 
to change school?" (PhilArpe) which was developed on the island of Leros with the kind 
sponsorship of the Municipality of Leros, by the scientific and organizational coordination of 
the " Laboratory of Research in Practical & Applied Philosophy "(L.R.P.A.Ph.), and the 
support of Directorate of Secondary Education in Dodecanese, was successfully completed 
after three weeks of successive artistic-philosophical workshops (October 17-November 6) in 
schools of Leros, the 3rd Psychiatric Department of the State Hospital of Leros and other 
public places and involved art and philosophy as social practices with particular critical & 
creative dynamic. 

It has been about a multi-interactive educational project with three poles (the 
school and students, the philosophical research and practical philosophy, the social context 
and participation) and included as his key point the collective shaping, the common shared 
creation of sculptured construction, as created by the French sculptor Yves Henri, on the 
basis of the legend of the ghost ship through a combined game of forms and concepts. 

The strange ship, central figure of action could be the boat that crosses the Styx or 
that Egyptian, Celtic, Indian facilitating the journey to the beyond. The ship of fools that 
condemns the insane and lepers to descend the river, without ever approaching the shore or 
the Flying Dutchman who is condemning the captain and his crew to wander in eternity, 
because he broke the laws of nature, of navigation and of economy (excrept from Deck Book 
which was distributed to all participants in laboratories). Ghost ship’s symbolic connects the 
memory, the imaginary island, the daydream, fuzzy boundaries and borders, the journey, 
the land and the sea, the exile, the life and death, the elements of nature, the adventure, 
the darkness and light, the roots, the nostalgia, the house, the escape, the memory, the 
wandering, the body, the visible and the invisible, the chaos, the form. The combination of 
art and philosophy opens up a research field between the concept and the gesture, where 
the strengths of the educational project are tested and forces come out. 

This collective artistic expression got substance through active, voluntary 
participation, at all stages of organization, of residents of Leros, teachers, students and 
children refugees on the island during open philosophical, experimental-exploratory 
workshops under the animation of Alain Kerlan and cooperation of Elena Theodoropoulou. 
The process was completed with the establishment of the sculptural creation of Yves Henri, 
events that involved the children and residents, as well as painting exhibition and students 
constructions from the 1st and 2nd Gymnasium, the General High School of Leros and the 
Primary School of Lakki. 

 



[Τhoughts and comments about the whole experience will be reflected in the forthcoming 
first issue of "Amichanon": 

http://www.pse.aegean.gr/labs/eerpreff/journal.aspx?Menu=Submenu&Id=1] 
 

 
The first test of these workshops took place during the “Workshop Days: Philosophy 

of Education in Praxis (4th Meeting) - Philosophical Body / Body in Education, with the 
participation of students of the sixth grade of the 1st Experimental Elementary School of 
Rhodes, as contribution of the two L.R.P.A.Ph.’s research activities: the "Philosophical 
Objects" and the "Art & Philosophy Practices to change school?» (PhilArpe). 
 

[For more information see here:  
http://www.pse.aegean.gr/labs/eerpreff?Language=EN&ReadArticle=126 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwem6x6PN5g] 
 

 
The L.R.P.A.Ph’s planning includes the organization of similar activities in other 

islands of the Dodecanese complex as an effort to connect university research (in practical 
philosophy field) with local communities. The reason for starting the project on the island of 
Leros, was given with the realization, in May 2015, of the International Conference on "The 
well-being at school. Philosophical readings", under the scientific and organizational 
responsibility of L.R.P.A.Ph. and with the participation of philosophers from Europe, Canada 
and Latin America. The organization was in collaboration with the Directorate of Secondary 
Education in Dodecanese sponsored by the Municipality of Leros. 

http://www.pse.aegean.gr/labs/eerpreff/journal.aspx?Menu=Submenu&Id=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cwem6x6PN5g

