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The practice of philosophy with children is developed for more than 40 years now all over the world in 

very different ways. Sometimes, in fact, it has even institutionalized within primary school programs, such 

as in France, where “philosophical discussions” are now proposed to the new curriculum (2015).  These 

practices go far beyond the narrow framework of philosophy teaching, as they aim at developing 

political and ethical abilities: certainly sharpen critical thinking, but also listening, democratic dialogue, 

empathy. 

 

Especially after the attacks of January 2015, the University of Nantes decided to request the creation of a 

UNESCO Chair on "The practice of philosophy with children: an educational basis for intercultural 

dialogue and social transformation”. The proposal was accepted by UNESCO and this chair will be 

created in 2016 for at least 4 years. It brings together ten partners from around the world* active in the 

field of research and education for the development of similar practices in schools and society 

(associations, libraries, cultural centers, etc.).  

 

Within the framework of this workshop will be presented, first, the content and the functioning of the 

UNESCO Chair, and, then, one of the actions of collaborative research team (under the CREN laboratory 

of the University of Nantes), PHILEAS [Philosophy, Literature, School, School Adjustment].  

This action concerns the way in which these philosophical and literature practices can allow special 

education students to learn to philosophize on the distinction between faith and knowledge. ** 
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 * The Laboratory of Research on Practical and Applied Philosophy (L.R.P.A.Ph.) is included among the 

partners of the Chair. Responsible person of this partnership is Elena Theodoropoulou, as director of 

L.R.P.A.Ph., and her research team OUTIS/Group for the Observation & Practice in school. 

 

** The team PHILEAS- as a core team of UNESCO Chair- is an example of collaboration between 

researchers and professionals for the development through experimentation, training and 

research on practices relating to citizenship. Foundress of PHILEAS is Edwige Chirouter, assistant 

professor at the University of Nantew, who also coordinates the aforementioned UNESCO Chair. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


