
19 February 2016: Workshop in 6th grade classroom of 1st experimental primary 
school of Rhodes  

 
 

 
Alain Kerlan, Elena Theodoropoulou 
The photograph as a philosophical object: intervention in the classroom 

 
The “Laboratory of Research on Practical and Applied Philosophy” (L.R.P.A.Ph.) of the 
Department of Preschool Education Sciences and Educational Design (T.E.P.A.E.S.) 
took the initiative to organize a classroom intervention in the 6th grade of 1st 
experimental primary school of Rhodes with the much appreciated support of the 
school’s principal, Mr. Elias Vasileiades-Athenas, the pedagogical support of the  
class teacher, Mrs. Matina Makri and the organizational care of Mrs Fani Paraforou, 
educator in the 1st experimental primary school of Rhodes and a research member 
of L.R.P.A.Ph . The intervention is part of the current research activities of L.R.P.A.Ph. 
[http://www.pse.aegean.gr/labs/eerpreff/]. 

Is it possible for a photograph to raise questions that activate children’s thought? Is 
it possible for a photograph to turn children’s focus to an internal exploration, to a 
philosophical dialogue with oneself and the others in the classroom? Alain Kerlan 
(professor emeritus at the University of Lumière Lyon2, associate researcher of 
L.R.P.A.Ph.) and Elena Theodoropoulou (professor at the University of the Aegean, 
director of L.R.P.A.Ph) through their intervention showed via dialogue the 
philosophical dimension of the image. Mental agitation, internal conflicts, thoughts 
and arguments exchanged between students and finally philosophical questions 
arose, which revealed children’s ability to think in a philosophical way, when 
adequate conditions are created, as well as the ability of photograph, as an art form, 
to function as a philosophical, and not only pedagogical object, in other words, to 
stimulate the (philosophical) thinking of children through particular procedures 
related to the philosophical approach. The result of this experience was very 
encouraging and children’s participation was admirable, if one considers that 
philosophical experiences are rarely caused, recorded and studied in Greek school.  

The intervention will evolve with the participation of students in a series of activities 
related to the above framework. Children gladly accepted to work and collaborate.  
The implementation of these activities is included in the activities of Laboratory of 
Research on Practical and Applied Philosophy” . Professor Elena Theodoropoulou will 
have the scientific responsibility of the project and keep in contact with the children 
and their teacher. The students of the Department of Preschool Education Sciences 
and Educational Design (T.E.P.A.E.S.), Mrs. Kalogirou Despina and Suleiman Gulten 
will also offer their help. 

The products which students’ work will result in will be presented in the Biennale 
“Philosophical Objects/ 2nd cycle” 
[http://www.pse.aegean.gr/labs/eerpreff?Language=EN&ReadArticle=6], which 
L.R.P.A.Ph will organize for a second year, during the last week of May 2016 in 
Rhodes. 


