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ABSTRACTS 
 
Contemporary fear of alterity: from the real alterity to the imagined and phantasmatic alterity 
Adalberto Dias de Carvalho 
 
We live in an era when we speak of alterity perhaps more than ever, but we also have the feeling that our 
contemporaneity is probably also one in which violence against the other is more systematic and effective than 
ever. Why? On the one hand, because the means - technical and of communication - allow it; moreover, because 
globalization gives us a wider knowledge of what is happening all over the world, particularly with regard to acts 
of violence. However, I think also that beyond declarations and morals, or perhaps better, before declarations 
and morals, there is an atavistic fear of human beings in the face of difference. A fear we try to sublimate 
precisely through these declarations and morals, a fear of real threats to our life or well-being, but also a threat 
that is built through the more or less monstrous figures of the foreign, the distant, the unknown, the personal or 
collective future... The monster is always, paradoxically, the other who resembles us and whom we want to 
refuse in ourselves. 
 
Identity and alterity 
Jean-François Dupeyron 
 
Our period combines strangely a movement of economico-cultural globalization and a profusion of sometimes 
fatal "identity" assertions, transforming the other people into completely different beings with whom it would 
be impossible to live peacefully. Alterity, this way, is thus a dangerous artefact which occurs within populist, 
nationalist and "identital" conceptions. These conceptions join around a common axis which establishes "a 
racism without races whose dominant theme is not the biological heredity, but the irreducibility of the cultural 
differences". (Balibar, É., in: Balibar, É. & Wallerstein, I., Race, nation, classe ; les identités ambiguës, Paris: La 
Découverte, 1988, pp. 32-33). This is what this workshop wants to study, to show on the contrary that any culture 
is what gathers the human beings, and not what separates them. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
Αlterity as the detail that matters 
Εlena K. Theodoropoulou 
 
‘‘The stakes of a certain literature, philosophy, and perhaps politics are to bear witness to differends by finding 

them idioms” (Lyotard, The Differend, 1983) 
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