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Department of Preschool Education Sciences and Educational Design (D.P.E.S.E.D.) 

School of Humanities (S.H.), University of the Aegean 
 

The 16th International Meeting on New Philosophical Practices at School and in the City was concluded with great 

success. The Meeting was co-organized by the Laboratory of Research on Practical and Applied Philosophy 

(L.R.P.A.Ph.) and the UNESCO Chair Practices of Philosophy with Children: an educational base for intercultural 

dialogue and social transformation, as part of the World Philosophy Day, by UNESCO.   

 

It is the first time that an event for the World Philosophy Day changes its normal venue, at the UNESCO Chair in 

Paris: it is delocalized, and relocates not only in another country‒ it is not a coincidence that this country is 

Greece‒ but also in a peripheral city by giving in this way emphasis not only on the intercultural but also on the 

decentralized dimension of philosophy. L.R.P.A.Ph., a partner of the particular UNESCO Chair, integrates anyway 

in the general philosophy of its activities such actions of delocalization and decentralization, conversing at the 

same time with many languages and different cultures. As far as the cooperation with UNESCO in this specific 

field of Philosophy with Children is concerned, the Department of Preschool Sciences Education & Educational 

Design was the first university department in Greece that hosted the 1st International Conference, “philosophy 

are you there? Doing philosophy with children” under the auspices of UNESCO, on the 28th of November 2008 in 

Rhodes, with the participation of some of the most important names in the field, as one can see in the poster 

and program below:  
 

See Poster 

See Program   
 

During the two-day meeting on the 18 & 19 of November 2017, the various presentations attempted to approach 

the issue of the relationship between philosophy and art. In summary, the following conclusions have emerged:  
 

 There is a multiple dynamic of connection of the two fields.  

 However, this connection is not self-evident and automatic even if there are inherent elements of 

philosophy in the art and vice versa 

 The way of connection depends on the conceptions activated regarding philosophy and art, on the ways 

in which these conceptions are expressed and on their methodology.  

 There is a double entry to the matter of the above connection, which is particularly visible in educational 

environments, which highlight any distortions, misconceptions and gaps. 

http://www.pse.aegean.gr/docs/events/2008-2-1.pdf
http://www.pse.aegean.gr/docs/events/2008-2-2.pdf
http://www.pse.aegean.gr/docs/events/2008-2-2.pdf


 One prerequisite for the above is that the educational objective does not supplant the philosophical and 

artistic dimensions, but transfers them, instead. This means that whoever acts this connection, either 

from the point of view of philosophy or from the point of view of art, he/she is capable for an 

encountering with the other side. Therefore a form of mutual familiarization becomes necessary, 

otherwise the encounter would amount to a form of mutual observation and unprocessed interference.  

 One basic issue is the avoidance of a double- instrumentalisation:  in that way, the effort of connection 

can raise questions that are equally fundamental to both sides.  

 
 

We would like to thank everyone who travelled from abroad to Rhodes in order to attend the two-day meeting, 

and once again the students as well as the teachers who honoured us with their active presence. 
 

 

Professor Elena K. Theodoropoulou                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Director of L.R.P.A.Ph.   

 


